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Cancer incidence, mortality and relative survival 

The cancer incidence. mortality and survival statistics displayed in the dashboards below are based on reporting guidelines established by the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). These gu ide lines were put in place to enable comparison of cancer risks and outcomes across different populat ions. 

Only primary invasive cancers are included, while in situ and mult iple primary neoplasms. although col lected, are exclu ded. Cases diagnosed in residents of 

NSW and subsequent deaths are reported from 1972. 

The survival stat istics reported here represent relative survival. Relative survival is a measure of the survival of people wit h cancer compared to the survival of 

the general population. It est imates the probabili ty of surviving cancer for a given amount of time after a cancer diagnosis, in the absence of othe r causes of 

death. 

Cancer incidence represents the number of new cases of cance r diagnosed in a population, in a given time period. while cancer morta lity is the number of 

deaths from cancer in a population, in a given time period. Crude and age•standard ised rates of cancer diagnosis or death in specified populations are also 

presented. 

Should I use a crude rate or an age-standard ised rate? 

When analysing cancer data. it is important to decide whether to use a crude rate or an age-standardised ra te. A crude ra te provides information for example. 

on the number of new cases or deaths from cancer in a population at a given point in time, wi thout adjusting for age. This is useful when the observed ra te in a 

population is required, for example. to understand disease burden or assess the effectiveness of a hea lth system. However, as the risk of cancer heavily 

depends on age, crude rates are not suitable for making comparisons over t ime or between different populat ions if there are differences in those populations' 

age st ructures. An age. standardised rate is more meaningf ul for comparison. as it removes the influence of age structure on the summary ra te. 

Note: For privacy and conf'identiaUty reasons, data rows with counts less than 5 are excluded from report outputs, but the data are included in re levant 

tota ls. 

Cl ick here for further information regarding data sources and SP-:ecial notes. 

We recommend this content be viewed on a desktop device. 

Other statistics 

BreastScreen NSW 

NSW Cancer Clinical Trials 

Aboriginal Cancer Stat istics 

Cancer screening Stat istics 
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Cancer type summary dashboard 
The following dashboards present a summary of statistics by cancer type and sex for cancer incidence, mortali ty and relative survival reports. 
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2022 

new cases of cancer were diagnosed in NSW 

100.0% 
of cancer diagnoses in NSW 

All cancers 1nc1dence. 2021 (Actual) 
Measure Males Females Persons 

New cases 27,298 21.757 49,055 

Percentage of all cancer 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
ASR per 100.000 561.0 428.2 489.8 
Risk of diagnosis by age 85 1 in 2 1 in 2 1 in 2 
Median aee at diaenosis 70vears 67 vears 69 vears 

2023 

2024 

51.641 
new cases of cancer are expected to be 

diagnosed in NSW 
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2025 

All cancers is expected to account for 

100.0% 
of projected cane er diagnoses in NSW 

All cancers incidence. 2024 (ProJected) 
Measure Males Females Persons 

New cases 28.723 22,918 51,641 

Percentage of all cancer 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
ASR per 100.000 545.4 440.2 489.1 
Risk of diagnosis by age 85 
Median aee at diaenosis 

All cancers persons trend age-standardised 1nc1dence rate NSW 2012-2021 
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The rate of cancer incidence in NSW has 

remained unchanged 
over t he past 10 years 
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All cancers. persons t rend. by age group number of cases NSW. 2019 2021 
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15,459 
deaths from cancer in NSW 

100.0% 
of cancer deaths in NSW 

All cancers deaths. 2021 (Actual) 
Measure Males Females 

Total deaths 8.574 6,885 

Percentage of alt cancer deaths 100.0% 100.096 
ASR per 100.000 172.8 119.5 
Risk of death by age 85 1 in 5 1 in 7 
Median ae-e at death 76 vears 76vears 

1 in 6 
people died from cancer 

by the age of 85* 
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2024 

15,748 
deaths f rom cancer are expected in NSW 

1 
All cancers is expected to account for 

100.0% 
of proj ected cancer deaths in NSW 

All cancers deaths 2024 (Proiected) 
Persons Measure Males Females Persons 

15.459 Total deaths 8.773 6,975 15.748 

100.0% Percentage of all cancer deaths 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
143.5 ASR per 100,000 161.3 113.8 135.6 
1 in6 Risk of death by age 85 

76vears Median ae-e at death 
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All cancers persons trend age standardised mortality rate NSW 2012 2021 
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All cancers diagnosed 2012-2016 

83% 
of people with cancer in NSW 
survived 1 year after 
diagnosis. after adjusting for 
mortality 

All cancers trend persons one -ye.ar relative survival 1997-2016 
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All cancers. t rend persons. one year relative survival 1997 2016 
Year Persons Mares Females 

2012-2016 83.3 82.9 83.6 
2007-2011 81.6 81.8 81.1 
2002-2006 79.2 78.9 79.2 
1997-2001 76.5 75.3 77.5 

71% 
of people with cancer in NSW 
survived 5 years after 
diagnosis. after adjusting for 
mortality 

All cancers trend. persons f ive-year relative survival, 1997-2016 
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All cancers trend. persons. f ive year relative survival. 1997 2016 
Year Persons Males Females 

2012-2016 70.5 70.6 70.0 
2007-2011 68.6 69.3 67.3 
2002-2006 64.6 64.3 64.4 
1997-2001 60.2 58.5 61.7 
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